
November 6, 2020 

Dear Lakeview Families, 

 

COVID-19 Dashboard: 

 

This school year has been like none other in recent history.  The COVID pandemic has created a 

“new normal” for teachers, staff, students, administrators, and parents.  We are very appreciative 

of the support and understanding we have received from our Lakeview community.  We are all 

very much aware that currently our county cases of COVID are rising and this is one factor in 

determining a learning model for schools.  At Lakeview, we currently are serving all students 

“in-person” and following the “hybrid” protocols as outlined by the Minnesota Department of 

Health and Minnesota Department of Education.   

 

We have had some positive cases of COVID in our student population and staff, but at this point 

in the year have not had an outbreak in our school.  We are aware that this could happen at any 

point in the school year and are ready to act accordingly.  Changing learning models is not as 

simple as just looking at county numbers, but rather the Minnesota Department of Education has 

urged school leaders and their leadership teams to look at how the virus is spreading inside our 

schools.  It was more important to look at county data only to start the school year, but now we 

are getting a better understanding of more localized data (confirmed cases, quarantines of 

students & staff, and close contacts) within our school district.  The state calls this the “scalpel 

approach” and it really recognizes that each district could be in a different learning model at any 

given point in time while a neighboring school may be in a completely different model.  We 

continue to work with public health offices in Lyon and Yellow Medicine counties along with 

our COVID regional support team at the service cooperative in Marshall.  These agencies allow 

us to have access to the most accurate data and trends while making recommendations to districts 

from a public health perspective.  

 

In our communications with Public Health they had noted that the communities of Cottonwood 

and Wood Lake have had relatively low positive cases when compared to other portions of our 

two county region.  Every day in school to this point has truly been a blessing and we are aware 

that things can turn on a dime.  They also noted that the increased cases have been linked to 

gatherings such as weddings, church services, birthday parties, and other social gatherings.  Also, 

the vast majority of new cases are those in the ages of 19-50.  With that said, we have to all do 

our part in helping keep our school open.  The rise in community spread leads to the increased 

probability that COVID will eventually become more prevalent within the school district.  

 

In order to enhance transparency and communications around COVID and to support the 

“scalpel approach” of the Minnesota Department of Education, the Lakeview School District 

created a COVID-19 Dashboard on our website.  This dashboard is updated daily and provides 

real time data around COVID within the school district.  It can be found by going to our website 

at www.lakeview2167.com and choosing the “COVID-19” menu option.  Here is a direct link to 

the dashboard:  https://www.lakeview2167.com/domain/301 

 

  

http://www.lakeview2167.com/
https://www.lakeview2167.com/domain/301


Calendar Change for Friday, November 13: 

 

Lakeview will not be having school for K-12 students on Friday, November 13.  Schools have 

recently received new pieces of information from the Minnesota Department of Education, a new 

executive order from Governor Walz, and experienced changes to the MDE learning model 

system.  With that said, the district will need a full planning day to take a step back, revise 

planning documents, and work on other components.  It is too early at this point to know if our 

learning model will change, but the school and its staff need the time for revising plans and 

protocols. 

 

The plan is that preschool will run as normal (there will be no bus routes), but preschool will 

reach out to parents to see how many will be attending.  This day does count as an instructional 

day (under MDE information) and will not need to be made up.  Extra-curricular activities can 

go on as planned for November 13.  The district will continue to communicate with you 

regarding any future changes.  Picture retakes with Lifetouch will be rescheduled.  We wanted to 

give you as much notice as possible so that you had time to prepare! 

 

We appreciate your understanding, flexibility, and support as we continue to work and navigate 

this together.  Have a wonderful weekend! 

 

Sincerely,   

 

 

Chris M. Fenske, Ed. D. 

Superintendent 

Lakeview Public Schools #2167 

chrisfenske@lakeview2167.com 

(507)-423-5164 ext. 1305 
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